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Implementation
At Coleman Primary School, we deliver our English curriculum through evidence-informed teaching approaches underpinned by Quality First Teaching. We place a strong emphasis on language development and talk-rich classrooms, recognising the importance of oracy in supporting reading, writing and learning across the curriculum.
Reading
Our reading curriculum is vocabulary-rich and centred around high-quality texts. Through the Ready Steady Comprehension programme, children are explicitly taught the reading skills and strategies needed to become fluent, confident and thoughtful readers. Lessons incorporate teacher modelling, guided practice and independent application, enabling pupils to develop both reading fluency and comprehension.
Across Key Stages 1 and 2, children engage with a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, including both classic and contemporary texts. Books are carefully selected to broaden children's knowledge, develop language and reflect the diversity of modern Britain.
Reading for pleasure is promoted through Accelerated Reader, our school library, author visits and participation in local and national reading initiatives. We aim to foster lifelong readers who read widely, independently and for enjoyment.
Writing
EYFS and Key Stage 1
Children participate in daily English lessons that integrate speaking, listening, reading and writing. Grammar and punctuation are taught within meaningful writing contexts, while spelling and handwriting are taught explicitly and applied across the curriculum.
In Reception and Year 1, phonics, spelling, handwriting and composition are taught through a closely connected approach. High-quality children's literature provides the stimulus for learning, while oral rehearsal, discussion, shared writing and guided writing help children develop confidence and accuracy as writers. Children apply their growing transcription and phonics knowledge when composing sentences for a range of purposes.
Year 2 acts as a bridge into Key Stage 2. Through a structured two-week writing sequence, children are taught sentence structures, grammar and writing techniques explicitly before applying these through short writing tasks and a final extended piece. Children begin to plan, draft, edit and improve increasingly sustained pieces of writing whilst creating their own narratives and writing for different purposes.
Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, high-quality texts remain at the heart of English lessons, exposing pupils to a broad range of genres, authors and writing styles.
Writing is taught through a two-week sequence in which pupils explore audience, purpose and text features before receiving explicit teaching of grammar, sentence structures and authorial techniques. New learning is practised through short application tasks before being applied independently in a longer, sustained piece of writing.
Oral rehearsal, discussion, teacher modelling and shared writing continue to play a central role. Pupils are taught to plan, draft, revise and edit their work, making increasingly deliberate choices about language, structure and effect as they write for a widening range of audiences and purposes.
Handwriting and Spelling
Handwriting is taught through the Penpals programme. Children are first taught correct letter formation before joins are introduced systematically from Year 2. We aim for all pupils to develop a fluent, legible handwriting style by the end of Year 6.
Spelling is taught explicitly through the Emile programme and is aligned with National Curriculum expectations. Pupils are expected to apply taught spelling patterns and conventions consistently across their writing.
Impact
The impact of the English curriculum is evaluated through a combination of assessment outcomes, pupils' work, lesson visits, pupil discussions and moderation activities. Teachers use the National Curriculum and Leicester City assessment criteria to support accurate assessment and maintain high expectations across all year groups.
Reading judgements are informed by statutory assessments, standardised tests, Accelerated Reader assessments and evidence from daily classroom practice. Writing judgements are based upon pupils' independent writing in English and across the wider curriculum.
Outcomes in reading and writing are broadly in line with national expectations. Assessment judgements are quality assured through internal moderation and external validation from Local Authority advisers and leaders from other schools.
Regular monitoring by senior leaders and the English lead, alongside pupil progress meetings, ensures that standards remain high and that pupils requiring additional support are identified and supported promptly.
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