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  Art Curriculum Statement – Coleman Primary School
Intent
At Coleman Primary School, our art curriculum is designed to nurture creativity, imagination and visual literacy from Nursery to Year 6. Rooted in our school values, we aim to develop confident, resilient and aspirational learners who are willing to experiment, take creative risks and reflect upon their work.
We empower pupils to think like artists and designers, developing the confidence to express ideas, communicate meaning and respond thoughtfully to the world around them. Through studying the work of artists, designers and makers from diverse cultures, backgrounds and traditions, pupils develop an appreciation of different artistic perspectives. They learn that art can communicate ideas, beliefs, experiences and emotions, and are encouraged to think critically about the messages artists convey through their work.
We encourage originality, curiosity and critical reflection, ensuring all pupils can enjoy, create, interpret and respond to art in meaningful ways.
Implementation
Our curriculum follows a spiral model, revisiting key concepts and skills with increasing depth and complexity as pupils progress from Nursery to Year 6.
Each academic year is structured to build skills sequentially:
· Autumn Term – Sketching: Pupils develop foundational skills in line, tone, texture and proportion. This term focuses on observation and mark-making, forming the basis for later work.
· Spring Term – Painting: Building on sketching skills, pupils explore colour theory, blending, brush techniques and composition. Prior learning supports their ability to plan and create increasingly sophisticated artwork.
· Summer Term – Sculpture: Pupils apply their understanding of form, space and design to create three-dimensional works. Skills from previous terms underpin their ability to construct, refine and evaluate sculptural pieces.
This progression ensures learning is cumulative, with knowledge and skills revisited and strengthened over time. Lessons include practical exploration, artist studies and opportunities for creative expression. Teachers use modelling, guided practice and formative assessment to support all learners, adapting tasks to meet differing needs and abilities.
Through studying artists, designers and makers from a diverse range of cultures, backgrounds and traditions, pupils learn to observe, interpret and evaluate artwork. They consider the choices artists make, the techniques they use and the messages or meanings their work communicates. Children are encouraged to discuss, question and form their own opinions, developing confidence in responding critically and thoughtfully to artistic work.
Impact
By the end of each key stage, pupils will:
· Demonstrate technical proficiency in sketching, painting and sculpture.
· Express ideas creatively and with confidence.
· Evaluate their own work and that of others using artistic vocabulary.
· Discuss the messages, meanings and purposes conveyed through artwork.
· Appreciate the work of artists, designers and makers from diverse cultures and backgrounds.
· Demonstrate creativity, resilience and independence in their artistic choices.
Impact is evidenced through sketchbooks, finished outcomes, displays, pupil voice and teacher assessment. The Art Leader monitors the curriculum through sketchbook scrutiny, learning walks, pupil discussions and curriculum reviews, working with colleagues across our Development Group to share best practice and continually refine provision. Senior leaders also monitor art regularly to ensure high-quality teaching and strong outcomes for all pupils.
As a result, children leave Coleman Primary School as confident, creative and reflective learners who can create, discuss and evaluate artwork thoughtfully, while appreciating the diverse ways that artists communicate ideas, experiences and perspectives.
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