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Intent
At Coleman Primary School, we inspire children to become curious, critical and reflective historians who develop a secure understanding of the past and its influence on the present. Through a carefully sequenced curriculum, pupils build both substantive historical knowledge and disciplinary knowledge over time, enabling them to think historically, ask meaningful questions and draw conclusions using evidence. 
Rooted in our school values, our history curriculum encourages children to be inquisitive, resilient and aspirational learners. Through an enquiry-based approach, pupils investigate historically valid questions, engage with a range of primary and secondary sources and develop an understanding that interpretations of the past can differ. They learn that history is not simply the study of what happened, but a process of investigating, interpreting and evaluating evidence. 
Implementation
History is taught through a carefully planned progression of substantive and disciplinary knowledge from Nursery to Year 6. Each unit is driven by a historical enquiry question which provides a clear purpose for learning and encourages pupils to think critically about the past
Throughout the curriculum, pupils progressively develop their ability to:
· Use and understand chronology.
· Explain change and continuity over time.
· Analyse cause and consequence.
· Interpret and evaluate sources and evidence.
· Identify similarities and differences between periods and societies.
· Consider different historical interpretations.
Children regularly engage with both primary and secondary sources, including artefacts, photographs, written accounts, maps and historical records. They are taught to question the reliability of evidence, understand that sources may present different viewpoints and use evidence to support conclusions about the past. 
Substantive knowledge is carefully mapped and precisely matched to the historical period being studied. Retrieval opportunities are built into lessons to strengthen long-term memory and help pupils make connections between current and previous learning, enabling them to develop a coherent picture of the past over time.
Learning is enriched through educational visits, local history studies and the use of artefact boxes, providing children with meaningful first-hand experiences that bring history to life. Particular emphasis is placed on understanding the significance and legacy of individuals, events and civilisations from a range of cultures and time periods
Impact
By the time they leave Coleman Primary School, pupils have developed:
· Secure chronological understanding.
· A rich knowledge of the people, events and societies they have studied.
· The ability to ask and answer historically valid questions.
· Confidence in using and evaluating historical sources.
· The ability to interpret evidence and construct reasoned conclusions.
· An understanding that the past can be viewed and interpreted in different ways.
· Curiosity, resilience and independence as learners. 
As a result, children can think critically about the past, communicate their understanding effectively and make meaningful links between different periods of history and the world around them today.
The impact of the curriculum is monitored through assessment, pupil voice, lesson visits, book scrutiny and curriculum reviews. The History Leader engages in continuing professional development and works closely with subject leaders across our Development Group to share best practice, moderate expectations and continually refine curriculum provision. Senior leaders regularly monitor history alongside external partners, including Local Authority advisers, school improvement partners and leaders from other schools, ensuring a high-quality and ambitious history education for all pupils.
As a result, children leave Coleman as knowledgeable, thoughtful and inquisitive historians who understand how interpretations of the past are formed, appreciate the significance of historical events and individuals, and are well prepared for the next stage of their education.
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