
Mountains Knowledge Organiser - Coleman Primary School (Year 5 Spring 1)

Mountains – Key Vocabulary

Altitude- a measurement of distance, going up.
Ascent- a climb or walk to the summit of a mountain or hill.
Avalanche- a large mass of snow or ice detached from the 
mountain slope and heading down the mountain.
Base- the bottom of the mountain where it meets flat ground.
Erosion- when wind or water sweeps away rock or soil from 
one place on the Earth’s surface to another.
Face- the visible side of a mountain.
Gorge- a narrow valley, usually with a stream or river running 
through it.
Mountain range- a group of mountains that form a chain or 
cluster.
Plateau- a flat part of land high up the mountain.
Ridge- the long, narrow top connecting mountains.
Slope- the slanted side of a mountain.
Summit-  the highest point on a mountain.
Tectonic plates- large pieces of rock that make up the Earth’s 
surface.
Valley – low ground in between mountains.

Geography skills learned Prior to Year 5:
Name and locate geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(e.g. hills, mountains and rivers).

Physical geography including key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, rivers)

Geography skills learned in Year 5:
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied.

Describe and understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography in 2 European 
countries.
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